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of reality, even supersensible reality, than it can into one of pleasure. 
The good is not even a pure will, since the goodness of a will as much 
presupposes the independence of its object as does the truth of a theoret- 
ical judgment. The truth of every mental process is distinct from its 
occurrence. All which, while containing much of truth, seems irrelevant 
to the author's purpose. 

The last two chapters treat of the third ethical problem, the means by 
which the good may be realized in life. These means are stated generally 
in the common system of moral rules and duties and the problem resolves 
itself largely into the question of the validity of these rules. The author 
is rather skeptical as to the possibility of so foreseeing the consequences 
of our actions as to be able to assert unconditionally that any given course 
of conduct is right. We can at most say that if society maintains cer- 
tain conditions certain actions will probably be the best. Nevertheless, it 
is wise for the individual to submit himself in all cases to the great fun- 
damental laws rather than to trust to his own calculations of what is best 
in his own instance. The good to be attained by these means consists in 
' certain states of consciousness, which may be roughly described as the 
pleasures of human intercourse and the enjoyment of beautiful objects.' 
These things are good in themselves and need no excuse for being. This 
conclusion is not hedonistic, since it recognizes many things other than 
pleasure as good, nor is it naturalistic, since it makes the connection 
between goodness and these complex things synthetic rather than analytic. 
The Good is simply the Good, though many complex things participate 
in it. Norman Wilde. 

Univebsitt of Minnesota. 

Ursachen und Folgen der Eechthandigheit. Dr. Ernst Wkber. Halle 

a. S., Marhold. 1905. Pp. 115. 

As the title of this book suggests it is naturally divided into two parts 
one of which deals with the causes of right-handedness, the other with its 
results. 

In the first part the author summarizes and briefly discusses the estab- 
lished facts concerning right-handedness in children, animals and primi- 
tive races, the evidences furnished by history, right- and left-handedness 
as at present observed among civilized men and theories of the causes of 
the phenomenon. 

To attempt to summarize Weber's summary of the facts, most of which 
are well known, would be useless, so we may turn at once to the theories. 
The following five types of theory of the cause of preference for the 
right hand are considered: (1) Position of the heart and nature of the 
blood-supply; (2) position of the child before birth; (3) position of the 
center of gravity of the body; (4) chance; (5) position of the organs of 
the body, as indirect cause. 

Dr. Weber tries to show that the first four of these theories propose 
as the causes of right-handedness what are more probably effects. After 
indicating his reasons for believing that a consideration neither of struc- 
ture nor of function alone can furnish a satisfactory explanation of right- 
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handedness, he presents arguments in favor of the indirect influence of 
the position of the organs of the body in connection with the forms of 
activity which were demanded by the environment of primitive man. 

The discussion adds little if anything to our knowledge of the subject, 
but it does forcibly call attention to the danger, in genetic studies, of 
mistaking the result of a phenomenon for one of its conditions. 

The results of right-handedness are discussed under three heads in the 
second part of the book: (1) Indications of the influences of right-hand- 
edness on the brain; (2) writing as a cause of the unilateral position of 
the speech center; (3) possible disadvantages of the more limited use of 
a hemisphere. 

In view of the commonly accepted facts there can be little doubt that 
structural asymmetry in connection with certain environmental demands 
for motor adjustments has brought about the condition of right-handed- 
ness ; and this in turn has conditioned important structural changes in the 
organism. Structural asymmetry is both a cause and a result of right- 
handedness. Both structure and motor adjustment have played a part 
in the establishment of a preference for one hand rather than the other. 

A chronologically arranged bibliography of the subject, which should 
be of value to any who wish to get a thorough knowledge of the literature, 
is appended to the work. Robert M. Yerkes. 

Harvard University. 

La duree des sensations visuelles elementaires. Pierre Janet. Bulletin 

de I'Institut General Psychologique. 1904. 

In connection with his well-known studies of obsessions, phobias and 
other forms of mental depression or loss of mental force, the author has 
long sought for some symptom that, more than the more general symp- 
toms such as aboulia, timidity, lack of attention, should be capable of 
exact and comparative measurement. At one time he hoped to find such 
a measure in the reaction time, but experiment showed that it was not 
correlated with weakness of attention. Yet the general impression gath- 
ered from careful study of these patients is that — in spite of superficial 
appearances to the contrary — their mental processes are distinctly slow. 
A possible measure of speed or slowness of certain very elementary con- 
scious processes was sought in the phenomenon of visual flicker. An 
apparatus was constructed, in which, — by the use of an electric motor 
with rheostat, a clockwork speed-reducer, and an improved rotation- 
counter, — a disk with alternate sectors of two colors (blue and yellow 
were used) could be rotated at any desired speed, and the speed measured. 
The object was to determine the speed of alternation at which the flicker- 
ing of the two colors ceased and gave way to fusion. It was found, how- 
ever, that there were several stages in this transition. When the disk 
rotates very slowly, the sectors are simply seen to move; at a somewhat 
greater speed, flicker begins, though the two colors are still distinguished; 
this stage Janet names 'colored flicker.' With greater speed, the colors 
disappear, giving place to a gray, but the flicker is still apparent — ' gray 



